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*‘ Vessels Useful, but Bombers and“t
| Missiles Are Adequate to Attack En-
" emy, Senators Are Told.

@& . SECRETARY OF DEFENS
‘¢ signiticant but diminishing
. 84 Unlited States military plapning.
4% Their. principal “function, he
’}rruﬂd the Senate Armed Services

IﬁCommutee recently, would be in
lmited and cold war,

5’)‘ “There are many potential
#trouble spots in- the world where

"4 the attack carrfer is and will
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mara Says Carriers
- Are Not Needed in Major War

WASHINGTON, March 26
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surface ship * constriction
not affect the nuclear submarine’:
program. He said 23 will be at,
sea or under construction by
June 1964, i

BY United Press Internatisnal,
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McNamara disclosed ales that%
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--continue to be the only practical

- s,means of bringing our air strik-

. »ing power to bear,” McNamara

.."sa}d in ‘testimony made public
=, yesterday, .

. However, he said that even

without carriers the - United

intelligence estimates of Rossia's., . ; ».
missile strength have heén pub- .
stantially reduced. o
He said that 1960 critics of the .
go-called missile gap leveled. '
their charges “in good faith."k:j
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States is capable of destroying
. eusential targets in the Soviet
Union after an initial surprise |
“nuclear artack. The job could be |
., Yone, he said, hy the United
¢ BaStates strutegic rardiatory force
+ "~ bombers, intercmitinental hal-
listic missiles ayd “the Polaris
.\submarine-mlssile:‘:ﬁitem. )
“AS WE A§[UIRE larger
> farces of stratq;
" Pclaris subinarf
“the attack carri
wa, role will
" Namara said. ‘
MeNamara by
Navy's requesr‘ﬁ
authorization to{

1 the géneral
nish,” Me.
supported the
' congressional
Jonstruct an.
%y ds proposed
ht«\'et before

other carrier wit
in the miilitar
Congress, -~ -

The Periagsp <t reported
“also that ¢ Mg 20 )Y aowered
frigate, which fir i, ‘BN fiscal
1963 budget, tfd ., tim\fleet's
fifth and Jy

imissiles Russia

The oritics included Presidenty\, -
Kennedy, R

SENATOR STUART Symington
(Dem.), Missourl, wlio was Quess;
tioning McNamara . at the Jm-,z
uvary hearing, indicated ha}
thought the missile;jjp was bothy:
created and eliminpted by &
Central Intelligence.,

Symington said
mate of Russia’s interiy
missile strength had en re-i3
duced 855 per cent Wf¥ee the:
1938-59 period. He said 4kat CIA "
trimmed appraisals
bomber production alagfr\’:

McNamara did not gy
‘many intercontinen ;

firing. But his staumi ‘
support to speculation) Py
Russisus might have 4
8 to 75 LCB.M.s 24k
lavach, Y 1M
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